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in which  he  himself took  part,   were published   by his
authority.

So, while in his government of the German kingdom he Henry's
was hampered by severe limitations of custom and the autocracy in
circumstances of the time, he ruled the German Church matters
almost as an autocrat. The ecclesiastical sphere was the
one most congenial to him; he was distinguished for his
piety, which was to result in his canonisation. Like Charle-
magne he felt that as " Vicar of God " he was in authority
over the Church, and that it was his task to direct the Church
for its good and to enforce on his subjects their duty to God.
In' his own time he was opposed only by those who had been
intimately associated with Otto III, especially by archbishop
Heribert of Cologne, Otto's chancellor, who survived until
1021 ; his successor, both as archbishop and as Italian
chancellor, was Pilgrim, a Bavarian and a close friend of
Henry. In later days, the more extreme advocates of
Church reform severely criticised the actions of Henry II,
especially his arbitrary interference with diocesan organisa-
tion and property on the occasion of the foundation of
Bamberg.

In domestic affairs, then, he followed the policy inaugur-
ated by Otto I, and since his hold over the secular nobles was
much weaker, he endeavoured to redress the balance by a
still greater reliance on the episcopate. But the insufficiency
of his resources, especially from a military point of view, was
evidenced by his lack of success on the eastern frontiers and
in Burgundy; and this was only partially retrieved by a
certain measure of success in Italy.

The policy of Otto III had tended to release the newly- The eastern
Christianised States of Bohemia, Poland, and Hungary from         '

their dependence, both political and ecclesiastical, upon
Germany, and to attach them directly to the imperial Crown
and to the Roman Church. Hungary, however, remained
quiescent, and Bohemia was in a state of internal disorder Poland
owing to the family strife of Duke Boleslav and his two step-
brothers, Jaromir and Udalrich.1 But Poland had suddenly Mighty

1 The house of the Premyslids was in undisputed possession of the duchy
of Bohemia, but there was no definite law of succession, and violent contests
between members of the family, marked by the savagery of the participants,
were a feature of its history at this time.